
There was famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, since the famine in the
land was severe. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai: "I know well how beau-
tiful a woman you are. When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'She is his wife'; then they will kill
me, but let you live. Please say, therefore, that you are my sister, so that it may go well with me on
your account and my life may be spared for your sake."
When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw how beautiful the woman was; and when Pharaoh's
courtiers saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. So she was taken into Pharaoh's palace. On her account
it went very well with Abram, and he received flocks and herds, male and female slaves, male and fe-
male asses, and camels.
But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues because of Abram's wife Sarai.
Then Pharaoh summoned Abram and said to him: "How could you do this to me! Why didn't you tell
me she was your wife? Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her for my wife? Here, then,
is your wife. Take her and be gone!" Then Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent
him on his way, with his wife and all that belonged to him. (Gen 12:10-20)

At the turn of the year, when kings go out on campaign, David sent out Joab along with his officers
and the army of Israel, and they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. David, however, re-
mained in Jerusalem. One evening David rose from his siesta and strolled about on the roof of the pa-
lace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing, who was very beautiful. David had inquiries made about
the woman and was told, "She is Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam, and wife of (Joab's armor-bearer)
Uriah the Hittite." Then David sent messengers and took her. When she came to him, he had relations
with her, at a time when she was just purified after her monthly period. She then returned to her hou-
se. But the woman had conceived, and sent the information to David, "I am with child."
David therefore sent a message to Joab, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah to David.
When he came, David questioned him about Joab, the soldiers, and how the war was going, and Uriah
answered that all was well. David then said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and bathe your feet."
Uriah left the palace, and a portion was sent out after him from the king's table. But Uriah slept at the
entrance of the royal palace with the other officers of his lord, and did not go down to his own house.
David was told that Uriah had not gone home. So he said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a jour-
ney? Why, then, did you not go down to your house?" Uriah answered David, "The ark and Israel and
Judah are lodged in tents, and my lord Joab and your majesty's servants are encamped in the open
field. Can I go home to eat and to drink and to sleep with my wife? As the LORD lives and as you li-
ve, I will do no such thing." Then David said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, I shall dismiss you to-
morrow." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the day following, David summoned him, and
he ate and drank with David, who made him drunk. But in the evening he went out to sleep on his bed
among his lord's servants, and did not go down to his home.
The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab which he sent by Uriah. In it he directed: "Place Uriah
up front, where the fighting is fierce. Then pull back and leave him to be struck down dead." So while
Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew the defenders were strong.
When the men of the city made a sortie against Joab, some officers of David's army fell, and among
them Uriah the Hittite died. [...] But once the mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her
into his house. She became his wife and bore him a son. But the LORD was displeased with what Da-
vid had done.  [...]
The LORD sent Nathan to David, and when he came to him, he said: "Judge this case for me! In a cer-
tain town there were two men, one rich, the other poor. The rich man had flocks and herds in great
numbers. But the poor man had nothing at all except one little ewe lamb that he had bought. He nou-
rished her, and she grew up with him and his children. She shared the little food he had and drank
from his cup and slept in his bosom. She was like a daughter to him. Now, the rich man received a vi-
sitor, but he would not take from his own flocks and herds to prepare a meal for the wayfarer who had
come to him. Instead he took the poor man's ewe lamb and made a meal of it for his visitor." David
grew very angry with that man and said to Nathan: "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this
merits death! He shall restore the ewe lamb fourfold because he has done this and has had no pity."
Then Nathan said to David: "You are the man!”  (1 Sam 11:1-17.27 and 2:1-7)



Simon Peter said to him, "Master, where are you going?" Jesus answered (him), "Where I am going,
you cannot follow me now, though you will follow later." Peter said to him, "Master, why can't I fol-
low you now? I will lay down my life for you." Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me?
Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow before you deny me three times." (John 13:36-38)

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known to the high priest,
and he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So the
other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought
Peter in. Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, "You are not one of this man's disciples,
are you?" He said, "I am not."
Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had made, because it
was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing there keeping warm. The high priest
questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. Jesus answered him, "I have spoken publi-
cly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue or in the temple area where all the Jews gather,
and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I said to them. They
know what I said." When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and
said, "Is this the way you answer the high priest?" Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken wrongly, te-
stify to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm. And they said to him, "You are not one of his di-
sciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of
the one whose ear Peter had cut off, said, "Didn't I see you in the garden with him?" Again Peter de-
nied it. And immediately the cock crowed. (John 18:15-27)

After this, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed himself in
this way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebe-
dee's sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said
to him, "We also will come with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, "Children, have you caught anything to eat?" They answered him, "No." So he
said to them, "Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find something." So they cast it,
and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, "It is the Lord." When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he
was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not far
from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they climbed out on sho-
re, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you
just caught." So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three lar-
ge fish. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come, have break-
fast." And none of the disciples dared to ask him,  "Who are you?" because they realized it was the
Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish.
This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the
dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed
my lambs." He then said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him,
"Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third ti-
me, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
"Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." (Je-
sus) said to him, "Feed my sheep.  Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to
dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." He said this signifying by
what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him, "Follow me."
(John 21:1-19)


