“The theology of the body, which is linked from the beginning with the creation of man
in the image of God, becomes in some way also a...theology of masculinity and
femininity...”

St. John Paul 11,
Theology of the Body Catechesis, 9:5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
GENDER IN THE CATHOLIC TRADITION

Instructor: Jennifer E. Morel, STD Semester: Fall 2024
E-mail : jemorelstd@gmail.com

L COURSE DESCRIPTION

What does it mean to be a man or a woman? Is my gender imposed on me, or is it something
that I can create? What role does culture play in the understanding and exercise of gender?
Despite Christianity’s early and radical engagement with “the second sex,” theological
responses to contemporary questions on sex and gender are often lacking in scholarly rigor
or drawing upon outdated Scriptural exegesis. Hence, Christians are faced with either
embracing gender fluidity or creating borders between the sexes by means of stereotypical
gender roles, thus contributing to cultural confusion. This course presents a “a third way,” by
utilizing St. John Paul’s Il methodology for Scriptural exegesis regarding sex and gender; by
drawing upon resources already in the Tradition, present within the various cultures of the
universal Church; and by encouraging students to critically think further about how sex and
gender can be fruitfully lived and understood within our contemporary context.

II. CLASS CONTRIBUTIONS

Video Presentation: Students will be assigned a question dealing with sex and gender for which
they must give a presentation to a certain audience, e.g., alocal TV journalist, a group of clergy,
a diocesan newspaper. This presentation, to be submitted as a video, must be 3-4 minutes long
and highlight the Church’s Tradition and teaching in a precise, positive, enthusiastic way that
presents this teaching as a call to holiness.

III.  PRE-CLASS READING ASSIGNMENTS
Before each class, students will read and study the assigned texts.
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IV. COURSE CALENDAR: 12 CLASSES: 24 HOURS

» 17 October: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:
What are sex and gender?
o Ancient Greece: The Beginning of the Debate
o Jesus Christ: A Radical Novelty

» 24 October: A THEOLOGY OF MASCULINITY:
Reading: Ibarra, Diana, “;Es Aristoteles al ‘sexo’ lo que Platon al ‘género’?”
in Devenires XIII, 24 (2011): 108-127.
What can we learn from Scripture?
o Matthew 22:23-32: Resurrected as Men and Women
o Genesis 1:26-28 & Genesis 2:5-24: Created as Male and
Female

» 31 October: A THEOLOGY OF FEMININITY
Reading: St. John Paul 1I, Mulieris Dignitatem (1988), 8, 10-16, 23-25.
What can we learn from Scripture?
o Matthew 22:23-32: Resurrected as Men and Women
o Genesis 1:26-28 & Genesis 2:5-24: Created as Male and
Female

» 7 November: THE POSSIBILITY OF MISOGYNISTIC AND MISANDRIST PASSAGES:
What can we learn from Scripture?
o Genesis 3:14-19: A Call to Love
o Ephesians 5:21-33: Mutual Subjection
o 1 Corinthians 11:2-16: The Liturgy

»> 14 November:  FEMINISM AND MASCULINISM THROUGHOUT THE AGES:
Reading: Pernoud, Régine, Those Terrible Middle Ages: Debunking the Myths
(Ignatius, 2020).
What can we learn from Tradition?
o Early Church-Middle Ages: Flourishing of Women and Men
o Dante (Italy): Masculine Receptivity
o SorJuana Inés de la Cruz (Mexico) : Feminism and
Misogyny
o Indian Saints (India): Gender in Pluriculturalism

» 21 November: GENDER IN OTHER RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS
What do we share and what don’t we share with other believers?
o Judaism
o Islam
o Hinduism



» 28 November: CONTEMPORARY FEMINISM:
Reading: Judith Butler, “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire,” in Gender
Trouble. Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2006), 1-46.
How have we arrived at our contemporary situation?
o Enlightenment: The Return to Greece
o Waves of Feminism: The contemporary response to the
Enlightenment

» 5 December: GENDER IDEOLOGY:
How can we address current trends and concerns?
o Gender Ideology: Meeting the Protagonists

» 12 December: COMMUNICATION ON GENDER

Reading: Mark A. Yarhouse, “Gender Identity, Gender Dysphoria

and Appreciating Complexity,” in Understanding gender

dysphoria: navigating transgender issues in a changing culture

(Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 2015), 13-28.

How can we responds to concerns within and outside of the Church?
o Current concerns: Meeting science, parents, and the de-

trans movement

» 9 January: COMMUNICATION ON GENDER I
How can we responds to concerns within and outside of the Church?
o Current concerns: Meeting science, parents, and the de-
trans movement

» 16 January: VIDEO PRESENTATIONS
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VI. COMMUNICATION
Whenever there is email communication between participants and the professor, the
professor will respond to participant e-mails within forty-eight hours. Before sending an e-
mail, please consult the syllabus.



