ACCENTUATION OF GREEK WORDS

PRELIMINARY DEFINITIONS

1. LONG AND SHORT SYLLABLES

A Greek word has as many syllables as it has vowels or diphthongs. A syllable containing a
long vowel or a long diphthong is considered “long,” while all others are necessarily
considered “short.”

Short vowels: a g10v
Long vowels: anto

Diphthongs™: a, €t, o, vi, ow, €v, v, ov

*Final au and o1 are considered short for purposes of accentuation, except when used in the
conjugation of verbs in the optative mood.

2. ACCENTED SYLLABLES

Most Greek words have one syllable whose musical pitch varies slightly from that of the
other syllables of the word. That syllable is said to be “accented,” and this difference in pitch
is called the word’s “accent.”

Acute accent: 1

Grave accent: 1

Circumflex accent: 1

3. WRITING ACCENTS

Accent marks are written over the vowel or diphthong of the syllable to be accented.

In the case of a diphthong, the accent stands over the second vowel: e.g., adtovg, atoic.
When a breathing mark and an accent belong to the same vowel, then the acute or grave
accent is written to the right of the breathing mark, while the circumflex is placed just above

it: e.9., &vOpwmog, dLog, oikoc, 1v.

When breathing marks and accents belong to capital letters, they retain the same
configuration but are placed before the letter: e.g., "EAAnv, “Eppactog.



RULES FOR ACCENTUATION
1. GENERAL RULE FOR GREEK ACCENTS

No matter how many syllables a word may have, the accent can appear only over one of the
last three syllables: the final syllable (the ultima, “u”), the second-to-last syllable (the penult,
“p”), or the third-to-last syllable (the antepenult, “a”).

2. RULES FOR THE ACUTE ACCENT

Possibilities: appears over ultima, penult, or antepenult
appears over short vowels, long vowels, or diphthongs

Restrictions: CAN appear over the ultima ONLY when a pause follows (i.e., at the end of a
sentence or before a comma or semicolon)
CANNOT appear over the penult when it is accented and contains a long vowel
or diphthong and the ultima contains a short vowel
CAN appear over the antepenult ONLY when ultima contains a short vowel

3. RULES FOR THE GRAVE ACCENT

Possibilities: appears ONLY over the ultima
appears over short vowels or long vowels or diphthongs

Restrictions: MUST replace an acute accent over the ultima when another word directly
follows without a pause, and CANNOT appear otherwise

4. RULES FOR THE CIRCUMFLEX ACCENT

Possibilities: appears ONLY over the ultima and the penult
appears ONLY over long vowels or diphthongs

Restrictions: MUST appear over penult when the penult is accented and contains a long
vowel or diphthong and the ultima contains a short vowel
CANNOT appear over the penult when the ultima contains a long vowel or
diphthong

5. SUMMARY OF POSSIBILITIES OF ACCENT

1) —a—p-—0+ pause
2) —a—p —u + word without a pause
3)-a—p-UBUTNOT-a—p-1ii

~

4)—-a—-p-u

MUST, if p is accented, BUT NEVER p, if @



6. RECESSIVE ACCENT

The accent of a word is said to be recessive when it goes back from the end of the word as far
as allowed by the rules for the possibilities of accent. All finite forms of verbs (i.e., all forms
except infinitives and participles) have recessive accent

Consider: érovocoa, £TaVcm TadoOV TOOoN

Drill:

np&av, Np&ate, aping, apsete, apinte, apSotw
éBarov, éparopev, Barw, Boalre, EPale, farete
gduvvarto, édvvapeda, £duvacbe, Eduvm

ayyehAels, dyyeldete, Nyyelha, NyyeAdny, nyyetlote
£0eyeTo, £deyoueba, £deyov, £deyeche

EKPIVOL,, EKPLVATE, KPLVE, KPLVOTE, KPLVOV, KPIVED
yryvoueba, €ytyveto, yiyvesbom, &yryvovto

Ao, EANG, elhov, eilete
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€00&a, é6o&ate, éd0&auev, do&ng, ooénte
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. NKOLGA, NKOVGOC, NKOVGALEV, TKOVGATE

-
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. AoV, ELavve, ELOVVETE, NAOLVOV, NAOVVETE

=
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. ATOAEGQ, ATOAECATE, ATOAECAV, ATOAECNS
. €0100&a, £0100EaTE, O100EW, SIONEELS, O1O0EETE

. BovAn, BovresBw, fovAesbe, EBovAiov
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. éomounv, £€omov, £0meTO, Emopeba

=
D

. EDPW, NVPOV, EVPOLEV, NOPETE
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. €0aya, E0ayate, é0ayav, Baynte, Ooyotm

=
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. Bow, Ovg, Boete, Boetw, Bvoov, Bvcate, BocoTm
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. €0e1éa, £deiéate, £de1&av, delEm, del&moty

N
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. YEYPOPO., YEYPUPOTE, EYEYPUPN, EYEYPUPETE



7. PERSISTENT ACCENT

The accent of a word is said to be persistent when it tries to stay the same accent, over the
same vowel or diphthong, in all the forms of the word unless forced by the rules for the
possibilities of accent to change in nature (e.g., from circumflex to acute) or position (e.g.,
from antepenult to penult) Persistent accents change in nature, exhausting all possibilities for
remaining on the same syllable, before changing position. The accent on most nouns and
adjectives is persistent and must be learned as part of the vocabulary.

Consider: Bipiiov, Bipriov
avOpwmoc, avOpdhmov
V1]60S ViiGov
dpapa, dpdpatog SpopdTmv

Drill:

oikm, O1KNg, d1KnV, dtKaL

NUETEPOC, NLETEPO, NUETEPQ, TLETEPDV
a0dvartog, dBavartov, dBavartoig, abavatov
Coypagog, Coypapov, Loypagot, Loypagov
tpanela, Tpomelng, tpameln, tpamelav, Tpamelog
Vijo0g, VNG®, VNGOV, VINGOLG

d0dA0G, dOLVA®, HOLAOV, OOVAOLG

doipwv, daLovog, dOLLOVL, SULOVAV, OULLLOVOG

© o N o gk~ wDNdE

KNPLE, KNPLKOC, KNPLKL, KNPUK®V, KNPOLEWV

=
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. AOEAPAC, AOEAPOV, AOEAPOL, AOEAPOVG

-
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. €ElevBepog, Elevbepov, Elevbepa, Elevbepa

=
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. TPOYLLOL, TPAYLOTOG, TPOAYUATOV, TPAYLOGCL

=
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. TV, TTOV, NTTO, 1)TTOGLY
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. OfjAog, dnAn, dnraig, dnia
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. Bvaia, Bvcuav, Bvcion, Buotaig

=
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. Y@V, Aymvog, dymvt, dyovev, dyoot
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. KPEITT®V, KPELTTOV, KPELTTOVOGS, KPELTTOV®V

=
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. TO(LOTOG, TOYLGTNV, TAXLOTOVG, TAYLGTO

[EY
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. o1&, aiyag, atyesc, aiya
. 00&a, doEng, do&av, do&mt

. COTNP, COTNPOS, COTNPL, COTNPMV
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. EUTEPOC, EUTEP®, EUTELPOLS, EUTELPAL

N
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- YA, yng, yn, ynv
. TEYVN, TEYVNG, TEXVOL, TEXVOC
. ABnvaiog, AOnvaiag, AOnvaia, AOnvaiog
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EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULES FOR ACCENTUATION

1. RECESSIVE ACCENT

1.1. The final diphthong ot in the third person singular of the Present Optative Active
and ou in the third person singular of the Aorist Optative Active count as long for
the purposes of accentuation.

E.g. mawdevoyn  moudevopev TOOEVGOLUL  TOLOEVCOLLEY
TodeVolg  ToudevolTe TOELoULS  TTOLOELCOLTE
Todevol  TOdEVOLEV TadEvoa, TAOEVCALEV

1.2. In the Aorist Subjunctive Passive, the accent is always a circumflex over the
initial vowel of the ending.

E.g. 2Od AOduev
AVOTC AvOnte
A0 Abdou(v)

2. PERSISTENT ACCENT

2.1. The diphthongs ot and o1, when final, count as short for purposes of accentuation
E.g. GvBpwmot, y®dpar
2.2. When nouns (and adjectives) of the First and Second Declensions have an acute

accent on the ultima in the nominative singular, the accent is changed to a
circumflex in the genitive and dative, singular and plural.

E.g. (oM Coai AOEAPAC adelpoti
Cofg Lodv GOEAPOD AOEAPDV
Cof) Loaig AOEAPD AOEAPOTG
Comv Cwag GOEAPOV AOEAPOVG

2.3. For nouns of the Third Declension with monosyllabic stems, the accent shifts to
the ultima in the genitive and dative, singular and plural; the genitive plural has a

circumflex.

E.g. i aiyeg
ailydg  aiydv
atyi ai&i(v)
oiya alyog



2.4. Feminine Genitive Plural: Nouns

For all nouns of the First Declension, the accent in the genitive plural shifts to a
circumflex over the ultima.

E.g. quepa NUépaL
NUEPOC NUEPDV
Muépe NHépog
fuépav  Muépag

2.5. Feminine Genitive Plural: Adjectives

In First-and-Second Declension Adjectives, the accent does not shift to the ultima
in the feminine genitive plural.

In First-and-Third Declension Adjectives, the accent does shift to a circumflex in
the feminine genitive plural.
2.6. Feminine Genitive Plural: Participles

In all Active Participles (Present, Aorist, Perfect), the accent does shift to a
circumflex over the ultima of the feminine genitive plural.

In the Present Middle/Passive, Aorist Middle, and Perfect Middle/Passive
Participles, the accent does not shift to the ultima in the feminine genitive plural.

In the Aorist Passive Participles, the accent is on the penult in all forms except
the masculine nominative singular, the neuter nominative and accusative
singular, and the feminine genitive plural.

E.g. Mvbeic Abeioa Avbév

ABévtog  AvbBeiog AvBévtog
AvBévTt Avbeion AvBévTL
Abévta Avbeicav Avbév
ABévteg  AvBeioo AvBévta
Avbévtov  Avbeicdv ABévtav
AOeiot AvBeioaig AvBeiot
AvBévtag  Avbeicag Avbévta



PROCLITICS AND ENCLITICS

1. PRELIMINARY DEFINITIONS

1.1. Proclitics (cf. mpoxiivm, ‘to lean forward’) are words which normally have no
accent because they are read so closely with the word that follows.

Examples: certain forms of the definite article: o, 1, oi, ai
the conjunctions &i and mg
the prepositions &ic and éx
the negating adverb ov/ovKk/ovy

1.2. Enclitics (cf. éyxAiivm, ‘to lean upon’) are words which are so closely attached in
pronunciation to the preceding word as to affect, in some cases, the accent of the
preceding word.

Examples: the personal pronouns pov, pot, pg, 6ov, 6ot, 6€

the particles ye (‘at any rate’) and t¢ (‘and’)

the indefinite adverbs mov (‘somewhere’; ‘I suppose’), moté (‘at some
time, ever’), mwi (‘in any way, in some way’)

all forms of the indefinite pronoun/adjective tic, T1, Tvdg, Tvi, TIvd,
TIVEG, TIVQV, TIoi(V), TIVAG

the present indicative forms of &iui, except the second person singular:
elud, goti(v), éopéy, €oté, eioi(v).

the present indicative forms of gnui, except the second person
singular: enui, enoi(v), eapév, eaté, paci(v)

2. RULES FOR ACCENTUATION

2.1. A word ending with an acute accent followed by an enclitic (e, e-€, e-€) does
not change its acute accent to a grave accent; the enclitic does not take any

accent:
—a-p-G+e ayabdc Tig (‘some good man’)
—a-p-U+te-e aoeloti Tvec (‘some brothers”)

2.2. A monosyllabic enclitic following a word with an acute accent on the penult has
no accent, but a disyllabic enclitic following a word with an acute accent on the
penult does take an accent on its final syllable:

—a-p-u+e Aoy te kai Epye (‘by word and deed’)
—a-p-—u+eé avopact Tietv (‘to some men’)
—a-p-u+e-é avOporov Tvedv (‘of some men’)



2.3. A word with an acute accent on the antepenult receives an additional acute
accent from the enclitic; the enclitic does not take any accent:

—4-p-u+e avOpomoi te kai Ogoi (‘men and gods’)
—4-p-U+e-e avOpomoi tiveg (‘some men’)

2.4. A word ending with a circumflex keeps its circumflex; the enclitic has no accent:

—a—p-a+te  oltpoidV dyadov te kai coedv (‘the honors of the good
and wise’)

—a—-p-u+te-e ol Tiod coe®dv Tverv (‘the honors of some wise men’)

2.5. A word with a circumflex accent on the penult takes an additional accent on the
final syllable; the enclitic has no accent:

—a-p-Uu+e gkelvd te kal tadta (‘those things and these things’)
—a—-p-U+e-e ddpa tva (‘some gifts”)

2.6. In a series of enclitics, each takes an acute accent from the following enclitic; the
final enclitic of such a series has no accent:

gav moté tig T Tivi @ (‘if anyone ever gives anything to anyone’)

2.7. A proclitic takes an acute accent when it stands alone at the end of a clause, or
when followed by an enclitic; the enclitic has no accent:

0 6¢ pnov, ov. (‘But he said, no”)
el tig (“if anyone”)

2.8. Disyllabic enclitics can retain their accent when: 1) they stand at the beginning
of a clause or sentence, 2) when there is emphasis on the enclitic:

TIVEG HEV YpLodV d1d6aoty, Tiveg & ov. (Some give gold, others do not.”)

3. THE SPECIAL CASE OF éotiv

The verbal form éotiv becomes £otiv, completely losing its character as an enclitic,
under certain circumstances:

when it stands at the beginning of a sentence or clause

when it signifies existence or possibility

when it is preceded by ovk, un, g, €1, Kai, GAAd, ToDTO (TODT’)
when it is strongly emphatic
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